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“Your word is my comfort in distress.” (Psalm 119:49-50)
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In social media, I've been seeing a lot
of this video with a trend, where
people show videos of their babies at
the start of 2025 and how their babies
look now that the year is ending, with
the caption, The baby | started 2025
with vs. the baby | am ending 2025
with.” These videos made me reflect
on what a year 2025 has been for me
and | couldn't help but feel gratitude. |
am so thankful that my husband, our
baby and | are alive and kicking!

Of course, this is not to say that the year
has been without challenges. As a new
mom, | would say that the biggest
challenge for me is to constantly adjust
and transition into different stages of
motherhood. My husband recently asked
me how | feel now that | have been a
mom for almost a year, and | told him, ‘It's
like being a parent constantly gets easier
and harder at the same time.” Just as
when you pass up a stage, another new
learning curve is going to come and it's
always a moment to learn and grow, no
matter how hard it gets.

7

Thank you, 2025
you made me a
mom and | am
hving the prayers
that 1 once prayed
for!

Ms. Vitto, Jamie Carmelle De Castro



However, through all of this, | am filled
with gratitude because God has never
left me behind — He constantly lets me
remember that | am not alone through
the people He has put by my side. | am
most thankful to my family, especially
my husband, who have been my
source of comfort and safe space as |
navigate through the challenges of this
chapter of my life.

Everyday, | look forward to going home to see my son’s smile as he sees me.
Our biggest joy is really knowing and witnessing that our son is happy, healthy
and growing. As long as he is happy, then all the hardships are worth it.
Through all these moments and challenges, my only advice would be to never
lose hope, to never lose faith. Faith, to me, is that light that gives another
chance to try again and again — that God would never put us in situations that
we cannot conquer. Thank you, 2025 - you made me a mom and | am living
the prayers that | once prayed for!
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Call ffwhatever you wish,

but I consider myself

blessed to be able to call on
God whenever things really
getdifficult and I feel weak. =

MS. CELINE VITTO-FABAY

CALLING:
GOD

When you see your teachers, do you see them as heroes? Someone to rely on? Someone
so strong you think nothing can get to them? Perhaps a yes to the first and second, but
no to the third. Dear, we also need to get strength somewhere. Research says that
teachers answer an average of around 1000 questions a day. Call it whatever you wish,
but | consider myself blessed to be able to call on God whenever things really get
difficult and | feel weak.

Some say it is shameful to admit weakness. | beg to disagree. It takes a lot of courage to
admit you are lacking in strength, in something, in whatever. I'd tell you, every day, | feel
weak. Physically, mentally, emotionally, you name it. Ever since becoming a mom,
exhaustion clouds over me. More so as | now juggle having a sweet but feisty 3-year-old
girl and a very jolly (and CHUNKY) 8 month-old baby boy, taking care of my household,
marriage, social life, being the eldest daughter (hi, Swifties!) and the most crucial part,

not to forget myself.

Motherhood is achingly beautiful, but it requires you to keep grieving: your old self, the
'you' that is becoming, a 'you' that may never be, your children as they grow up right in
front of your eyes yet seeing how well they're blossoming into good human beings, how
time feels like it literally flies... These are moments | call on God because these are the
times | feel the vulnerability of being human. As one, it is natural to feel, to be of the
world, but it is also through this motherhood that He strengthens my very being. Calling
onto God is honestly the reason you still see me give my very best daily at school, why
you still see me smile, why | choose to stay another minute and still be present to my
children when | reach home. It is His strength that pushes me to do what He called me

@to do: to become a mom and a teacher.
/



At times when the going gets pretty

tough like when caring for my family, Loving God, so much has changed since

self, and others get the best of me, | motherhood began for me. Some of this

hi e I has been wonderful and amazing, some
pray this prayer (it's on my prayer wa of this has been ‘complitely
on my desk along with a few others) overwhelming, and some of this has been

ifficull to embrace. Please open
\r,r%llﬂyhgart to a deeper surrender to th}e1
unpredictability that comes along wit
each new day. Help me to live with my
arms open wide to the ways you are
molding me and shaping me, the ways
ou are calling me to greater holiness,
and the ways you are inviing me to a
deeper trust in you. Amen.

This has served me well over the last three years. This helps me surrender to God a
difficult day. This prayer gives me comfort. | am infinitely grateful that | can call on
God. Indeed, He is my fortress, my rock. | am also indebted to my prayer warriors.
These are the people who pray for me in both good and difficult times. They're like
prayer microphones: they help make sure God hears our prayers.

So, to anyone feeling the brunt of life, my best advice is to pray and act on it. God
will hear you and bless your ways. It is faith in action that God sees and blesses.

May we always glorify Him in whatever we do. For me, | thank the Lord for my calling.

It is meant to be challenging, so | can lean on Him. How about you, what's He calling
you to do?

Quotes | live by:  Bifficult tines

. o I o cal gt Ho wil et you
o You are youn anly limit. o The ord is my shepherd, | shall not

Bej { with 2 want. (Psalm 231
. The days ane lang, %t//;yem - Jatrle e
o are A are
ihen o My cup everflows. (paalm 23)

I rene all elde  Jacld, pray. 4
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AS THE DEER PANTETH FOR THE WATER,
SO MY SOUL LONGETH AFTER YOU.
YOU ALONE ARE MY HEART'S DESIRE

AND I LONG TO WORSHIP YOU.

**YOU ALONE ARE MY STRENGTH, MY SHIELD,
TO YOU ALONE MAY MY SPIRIT YIELD..
YOU ALONE ARE MY HEART'S DESIRE,

AND I LONG TO WORSHIP YOU.**

YOU'RE MY FRIEND AND YOU ARE MY BROTHER
EVEN THOUGH YOU ARE A KING.
AND I LOVE YOU MORE THAN ANY OTHER,
SO MUCH MORE THAN ANYTHING.

REPEAT ** -

I WANT YOU MORE THAN GOLD OR SILVER
ONLY YOU CAN SATISFY
YOU ALONE ARE THE REAL JOY-GIVER
AND THE APPLE OF MY EYE
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