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The Story behind Amazing Grace --
Former Slave Master Turned Against Slavery

Ms. Chung Hiu Lam
Assistant Principal

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound!
That saved a wretch like me.

| once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now | see.

No matter where you are, and no matter you

are a Christian or not, even with just the first “p

few notes played, Amazing Grace is N

instantaneously recognizable. Amazingly, - 0"'

most can sing the first line of the hymn (in RS L §

their own languages)! So, who wrote ® Bt e
Amazing Grace and what’s the magic behind )|<'+ The two pet dogs are

the world’s most beloved hymn?

>, '+ The writer ofAmazin Grace
VR - John Newton

+ 9\6’ the amazing grace to Ms Chung

Amazing Grace tells the powerful tale of
redemption and God’s grace John Newton
experienced. As a young man, Newton was
involved in slave trade. He would set sail to
Africa, capturing, trafficking and selling black
men, women and children as slaves. In 1748, a
violent sea storm arose off Ireland. Newton,
fearing for his life, knelt and prayed to God for
mercy. It was that very night that he sensed
that God would hear and answer prayers,
even for men as sinful and guilt-haunted as he
was. Over time, Newton repented and in
gratitude, he committed himself to serving
God as a preacher in the Church of England.
This hymn, Amazing Grace, was written to
accompany his sermon on 1 Chronicles 17.

Poetic meter aside, the universally relatable lyrics have a major role to play in the
hymn’s popularity. We are all John Newton, carrying our different burdens of sins.
This song serves as a wonderful reminder for us all to contemplate on how
amazing God’s grace is in each of our lives.

| encourage you, especially during difficult times, to play the hymn and reflect
on the mercies and hopes granted by the Lord with a thankful heart.
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